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Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) 
http://www.unesco-ioc-marinesp.be/marine_spatial_planning_msp 

ÅWhy ï ñDemand for outputs (goods and services such as food and energy) usually 

exceeds the capacity of marine areas to meet all of the demands simultaneously. Marine 

resources are ñcommon property resourcesò with open or free access to users. Free 

access often, if not always, leads to excessive use of marine resources, e.g., over fishing, 

and eventual exhaustion of the resources.ò 

ÅWhat ï ñMarine spatial planning is a public process of analyzing and allocating the 

spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, 

economic, and social objectives that usually have been specified through a political 

process.ò 

ÅWhere ï define the coastal area of the Ria Formosa 

ÅHow ï MSP ñis only one element of the marine spatial management process. This 

process includes additional elements of implementation, enforcement, monitoring, 

evaluation, research, public participation, and financingðall of which must be present to 

carry out effective management over time.ò 



Ria Formosa 

ÅActivity types: 
ïFisheries and Aquaculture (fish, bivalve), salt 

ïEco-tourism, harbours, dredging, agriculture... 

ÅPresent/future Conflicts? 

ÅConstraints (regulations, physical...)  
ïWater quality and conservation (e.g. Water Framework Directive) 

ïDevelop sustainable aquaculture (e.g. Marine Strategy Directive) 

ÅNew economic activities e.g. Aquaculture Offshore: 

APPA de Armona 

 



Ria Formosa - Portugal 
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Ex. Legislation constraints 

 


